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Big Feature Photoplays
Hold Washington Screens

PALACE.
Concludlng a year of pre-eminence

t* the local photoplay field. Loew s
Palace Theater today enters upon the
observance of Its first anniversary
week, an occasion which It will fit¬
tingly celebrate by the presentation
of a ptugi am featured by no less
notable a production than Charles
Ray's latest and most typically
Charles-Ray-Ish fllmstory, "Crooked
Straight."
"Crook«d Sstraight" tells a story

of a young country lad who finds out
that his homo town is too small for
him after ho has by diligent savings
amassed one thousand dollars. So
ho btes him to the city .where in
ing tales of a burglar and falls Into
ways of error. But PTOTldence in-
t rveau. and by an odd succession of
c tecum stances. the boy finds himself
back fn a small town, caring for tho
children of his burglar-pal. who died
In a flght with the police. Regener¬
ation follows, and there U Introduced
a simple love story that is as touch-
in* as It Is sweet.

In addition to the feature, tne
Palaeo offers its usual array of sub¬
sidiary film attractions, which are in
turn supplemented by the musical
program, featured by the overture.
.¦William Tell."

COLUnU.
¦His Official Fiancee." the latest

story which serves as a starring ve¬
hicle for adorable Vivian Martin, is
to be shown at Loew's Columbia The¬
ater for the first four days of the
current week, beginning this after¬
noon.
Tho vtvaeVrus Miss Martin ha* nev¬

er had a more thoroughly suitable
haracter to portray than that of
Uonlca Trent, who clicks the keys in
the office of William Waters, regard¬
ed by his employes as their natural
enemy. Monica one day gets his of¬
fer. in a purely businesslike way, to
:>ose as his ti^ncee, consideration, 500
pounds sterling. Monica accepts. But
..implications ensue when the man

truly loves proposes, and Monica
is forced to tell him she is already
engaged.
Bnt of course, this is a comedy, and

the happy ending is reached in due,
Time, although it does take a maze
of roen delighting situations that It
forma one of the most enjoyable film
offerings of the season.
For the last half of the week, be¬ginning Thursday, the Columbia pre¬

sents June Caprice and Creighton
Hale as co-star* in "A Damsel in
Distress."

RIALTO
Proceeded by a prologue of un¬

usual merit in which Miss Fay Br*n-
ran. the Washington girl who re¬
cently won the Philadelphia Record's
b- auty contest, takes the leading role
s> pported by members of the original
. ast in tho picture, the original set¬
tings for the scene also being used,
Moore's Rlalto theater presents today
and for tho entire week, Emll Chau-
tard*» most rocent photo-noveL a Real-
art picture. "The Mystery of the Yel¬
low Room." adapted from the celebra¬
ted detective story by Casttfn Leroux.
..The Mystery of the Yellow Room"

ti an absoroing tale and the solution
of the riddle comes about in a man¬
ner which is bound to surprise even
the most tlase reader of stories of
tbis type. Undoubtedly this dramatic
.-Masterpiece, together with the un¬
usual manner in which the Rialto has
staged same, will cause comment for
weexs to come and prove to oe a
presentation to which Washington
motion picture patrons may point
with pride.

iianiel Breeskin. director of the
I::a!to symphony orchestra, has sup¬
plied a musical score which is a mar-
vel In itself as demonstrating the
ruanner in which a setting of this
character can support, rcatly enhance,
the many tense and wierd situations.
Overture for the week is '.Masanielo.''
Selected short suojects complete a
Ml which will long be remembered.

METROPOLITAN.
Of particualr interest to local play-

.poors Is the photoplay attraction an¬
nounced for initial Washington pre¬
sentation at Crandall'9 Metropolitan
Theater this week. "The Country
t'oustn.'* first, boasts distinguished
atthorship. having been written by
B'>»>th Tsrklngton and Julian Street.
In its original acting form it was pre-
*pnlrd for the first time on any stage
in the National Theater this city. The
star of the camera version of tl\e de-
tig ntfu! drama of modern American

life ia Elaine Hammerstein. grand
daughter of one of the most pictur¬
esque figures In the theater in Amer¬
ica, the late Oscar Hammerstein.
The story concerns the experiences

of a wholesome young American girl
from the Middle West who brings to
aristocratic social circles in the East
a breath of the wind-wooed fragrance
of the fields and a sense of Justice
and honor that lead naturally to the
climacteric scenes of the drama when
pitted against the snobbery and on- jscrupulous deceit of typical represen-
tatives of so-called "society."

KNICKERBOCKER.
Elaine Hammersteln will be the|pictured star of the bill at Crandall's

Knickerbocker Theater today and to¬
morrow in Selxnick's plcturlaatlon of
"the Country Cousin." As a supple¬
mentary feature. Larry Semon will
be screened In his latest two-reel
comedy, "Dull Care."
On Tuesday and Wednesday. Gladys

Brockwell will be seen in her latest
release, not heretofore seen in the
Capital, "Chasing Rainbows," a ro¬
mance with a compelling and alto¬
gether , charming denouement. The
new Sunshine comedy, "Wild Waves
and Women," also will be shown.

"Evangeline." the immortal poem
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,
picturised with Miriam Cooper in the
stellar role, will be shown at the
Knickerbocker on Thursday and Fri¬
day.
On Saturday only, Robert Warwick

will occupy the screen in a film ver-1sion of the popular success, "Told in
the Hills."

r.iRDEX.
Allan Dwans first Realart Produc¬

tion, "Soldiers of Fortune." has been
so well received by Washington that
"public demand" has caused the man¬
agement of Moore's Garden Theater
to extend the present run for another
week, starting today.

"Soldiers of Fortune" Is the acreen
adaptation of the book of the same
name by Richard Harding Davis.
As an overture the Garden's aug¬

mented orchestra, under the direction
of Claude V. Burrows, will continue'the rendition of Arthur Pryor's latest
march, "Soldiers of Fortune."

STRAIfl).
For the current week Moore'sStrand announces Jack Pickford Inhis most recent First National Ex¬

hibitor's attraction "In Wrong." a true
to life story of a country boy.

It is a hard luck tale that hero
Johnny Splvins has at the start; he is
doing his darndest, but it doesn't seem
to do any good Try as he will every¬
thing seems to go wrong and the
whole world is against him. How,
through a startling opportunity, to
do a great deed he regains the respect
and admiration of the community,
wins the love of "the girl" and at
the same time defeats a city rival
forms one of the finest cleanest
storiesx this increasingly popular
young star has ever appeared in.

In conjunction with the showing
Miss Beatrice Bowman. New York
dramatic soprano will render selec¬
tions from popular operatic numbers
at afternoon and night shows which
together with the u-erture "Norma"
played by the Strsnd orchestra and
subsidiary subjects completes what
practically amounts to a double bill.

CRANDALL'S.
William Russell, an athletic young

«tar whose best work on the screen
.s done in roles of action and daring,
will be se»n as the star of the bill
at Crandall's Theater the first Tour
days of this week, beginning today,
in the best vehicle he Has ever had-
"Sacred Silence," his first production
as a star of the William Fox Com¬
pany.

Russell Is cast as Capt. Tim Craig,
who makes very material sacrifices in
order to break up the liaison which
he knows to exist betwsen his best
friend and the wife of their major in
the service. The plot provides a new
and intensely Interesting variation of
the usual love triangle and affords
the star an opportunity to prove his
ability as an actor of stirring drama
without resort to the sensationalism
of gymnastics or superior muscu¬
larity.
Beginning Thursday and continuing

throughout the remainder of the
week, will be shown the most divert¬
ing of Norma Talmadge's lighter
starring vehicles. "The Missing
Links." a drama In which comedy
plays ifo small part.

David Warfield and Three
Musical Plays This Week

BEf.ASCO.
Tomorrow night at the Shubert-

Belasco Theater David Belasco will
present David Warfleld in a revival
of his first great success, "The Auc¬
tioneer," a comedy of character by
Lee Arthur and Charles Klein. It has
been eighten years since Mr. Warflld
first appeared in this p4ay at the
old Bijou Theater, New York, and since
that time his powers and popularity
have grown Immeasurably until 'now
he haj attained a position that is
without parallel In the history of the
American theater. .

In both its scenes and characters,
''The Auctioneer" radiates sweetness,
and while the lines of the play keep
one laughing almost constantly, it is
the kind of laughter that is very
close to tears. Its story has to do
with Simon Levi; a lovable old He¬
brew who is at first seen in his East
side auction store and home, building
up the fortune begun with his ped¬
dler's basket. When his adopted
daughter Helga, is about to become
the bride of Dick Egan, he moves into
a Lexington avenue mansion, has a
"good time" while It lasts, becomes
suddenly penniless, and then* has to
go back down town and cheerfully
begin life over again with his ped¬
dler's basket.
Mr. Warfleld is supported by a com¬

pany of more than thirty players,
among whom are several who have
been with him since the flr*t produc¬
tion of "Thu Auctioneer Marie
Bates. Jennie Moscowltz, Louis Hen¬
dricks and Harry Bogers are to be
seen in the roles which they origi¬
nated. Important among the newer
members of the organization are
Irfirna Napier, Harry Llewellyn, Hel¬
ena PhlHips, Guy Milham, Alf Helton,
Bessie Fooks alnd Maude Beclrwlth.

POM'S.
Tonight a Washington audience

will enjoy the honor of passing judg¬
ment upon one of the most stupend¬
ous musical productions ever staged
for a New York City run.
A special train of ten cars will

bring "The Magic Melody" company,
125 strong, to Washington this morn¬
ing. The first presentation of the
massive musical play will take place
tonight at 8:20.
"The Magic Melody" is the maiden

production of Ma* It. Wilner, dramatic
producer, and Sigmond Bomberg, pr»-
1 i tic composer. Knowing Sigmbnd
Romberg, it may be surmised that
music will reign supremo in "The
Masic Melody." A special New Year
symphony orchestra of thirty picked
musicians will accompany the piece to
play the highly artistic score.
One of the bits of magic "The Magic

Melody" performs is in presenting
Washington's popular dramatic act¬
ress. Julia Dean, in a musical play.
Oddly enough Tom McNaughton. that
prince of comedians. Is placed In
juxtaposition to Miss Dean, and then
come a galaxy of musical comedy and
dramatic stars including such Wash¬
ington favorites as Bertee Beaumonte,
Kay Marbe. Carmel Myers (motion
picture «tai). Earl Benham, John
Merkyl, Kenee Delting, Aileen Poe,
Flavla Arcaro, Walter Armin, Emlle
de Varny, Louis Morrell, Bobert Bent-
ley, Pauline Chambers. Lois Leigh,
Marie McConnell, Jean Jarvis, Dorothy
Foyer, Legotie Hoover, Peggy Mit¬
chell, Claire Hodgson, Master Billy
Koth, and a hundred other danoers.
singers and dramatic actors, not for¬
getting a bevy of fifty damsels raid

to comprise the most beautiful chorus
ever assembled for New York.
The book and lyrics of "The Magic

Melody" are by the scholarly Frederic
Arnold Kummer. All costumes and
scenery were designed and sketched|by the famous artist Willy Pogany.,

GARRICK.
Harry B. Smith has found in Hugo

Riesenfeld a new composer to write
.music for his brilliant book and
sparkling lyrics. Their first Joint
work will be "Betty, Be Good." which
opens at the Garrlck tonight.

Mr. Smith has written a book
crammed with brilliant repartee,
clever and humorous situations, and
rapid flre action, a play indeed so com¬
plete in itself that it would be a side¬
splitting farce if played without mu¬
sic.
Headed by Josephine Whittell, last

season with "Glorianna," the cast is
an extraordinary one. As Betty, she
captivates and charms throughout
three acts of uproarious farce, aided
and abetted by Eddie Garvie, the pop¬
ular rotund comedian. Irving Beebe,
seen in Washington as Mitzi's leading
man in "Mead Over neels," plays a

young bridegroom, while Georgia Ma-
natt, a graduate of the National Park
Seminary, and lately in "Take It From
Me," plays his shy little bride. Frank
Crumit, recruited from big time vaude¬
ville, where he is known as the One
Man Glee Club, and I-aura Hamilton,
last with "The Rainbow Girl," are a
delightful team, while Josie Intropldt.
one of the cleverest comediennes on
the stage, is seen in a role ideally
suited to her. The famous dancing

I team of Grant and Wing are seen In
their specialties. A bevy of bewilder¬
ing beauty has been assembled In the
chorus.

NATIONAL.
The second and last week of Fred

Stone in the wonderful musical ex¬
travaganza "Jack O'Lantern," which
Charles Dillingham has sent to the
National Theater, begins tonight.
The success of this big entertain¬

ment is hardly to be wondered at on
account of its novelty in many ways
and its inimitable comedian. When
you look over the list it would be
hard to find any "light" comedian
who works half as hard every day
and night as Fred Stone does. A born
acrobat, he is never still a minute,
and there are only a few moments in
a performance that he is not on the
stage. ,
The six Brown brothers and the

saxaphones seem always to delight
every audience, as do the tiny Hoy
sisters, *vho bring great delight to
the youngsters and amazement to the
elders.
Perhaps the feature that makes the

most lasting impression is the final
scene at St. Morltz, which Is a fine
example of the decorative work of
Joseph Urban, and brings about some
really wonderful skating on the part
of^Fred Stone and Katie Smith.

.
B. K. KEITH'S.

Irene Bordeni, the famous Parisian
comedienne and singer, and Lieu¬
tenant Gitz-Rice, an officer of the
First Canadian contingent to cross to
Krance, who has won stage fame
^iince returning to America, will be
seen at B. F. Keith's tomorrow, com¬
mencing at the matinee. They will
sing new songs by the lieutenant.
The extra added attraction will be

George Whiting and Sadie Burt, who

will offer their "Songsayings of J919.'
Charley Grapcwin of "Mr. Pipp"

fame, is returning to present his
breeziest number of the "Poughkeep-
«ie" series. It is caJled "Jed's Vaca¬
tion."
Another special attraction will be

Wish Wynne, the celebrated London
music hall comedienne.
Others will be Tim and Kitty

O'Meara, asisted by Freddie Clinton
at the piano, in "Memories of the

AMUSEMENTS.

Dance:" the Four Bards In sensation¬
al aerial leaps and dives; George Yeo¬
man and "Lizzie" in "The Editor of
the Assassinated Press;" "The Four
of Us," a quartet of fine singers, and
Elly, "The iLttle Marvel."
At 3 and 8:15 p. m. today the attrac¬

tions will include last week's list.

LTtECM.
Commencing with today's matinee,

the Lyceum Theater will offer Pat
White and his "All New Gayety Girls"
n a two-act burlesque show, entitled
"Casey's Nightmare" Pat White will
be supported by Marty Pudig. Bessie
Baker, Harry Stratton. Lillian Frank¬
lin, and Letford and Simon. One of
the strongest features of this produc¬
tion will be an especially picked
chorus.

CATETT.
"Girls a la Carte," an organization

r.ew to the Columbia burlesque cir¬
cuit. makes its appearance lit the
Gayety Theater beginning: today with
a clever book. "Manhattan, Please!"
as a vehicle.

Its theme <lias to do with a modern
Hip Van Winkle, p. New York cabman,'
xv'ho slumbers from August 1, 1914.
the day when the tremors of the com-
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